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PROPOSAL TO PROTECT INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND_METHODS

In most cases, existing law is ineffective in preventing disclosures
of information relating to Intelligence Sources and Methods., Except
in cases involving communications intelligence, no criminal action
ordinarily lies unless the information is furnished to a representative
of a foreign power or the disclosure is made with intent to harm the
United States or aid a foreign power.

On 18 February 1976, the President proposed to the Congress..-
legislation to protect intelligence sources and methods. The proposed
legislation would define the various types of intelligence sources and
methods to be protected and would impose a criminal penaliy of five
years and/or $5,000 fine on a person who had been entrusted with the
information and who had knowingly disclosed it to an unauthorized
person. The provision is specifically limited to those Federal
employees, former employees, or others having a privity of relation-
ship with the information disclosed. It would not apply to outside third
parties, such as the press, to whom unauthorized disclosure has been
made.

The proposal was introduced by Representative McClory during the
94th Congress as H,R. 12006. It was referred to the House Armed
Services Committee, but no action was taken on it. The Agency submitted
a report to the Committee on 30 April 1976 requesting that favorable
consideration be given the proposed legislation. While there was no
companion legislation introduced in the Senate during the 94th Congress,
the sources and methods package was brought to the attention of the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and the Charters and Guidelines
Subcommeittee has been urged to consider it for introduction early in the
95th Congress. In addition, in this year's proposed legislative program
for the DCI, IC Staff, and CIA which was submitted to OMB, it was
recommended that sources and methods legislation be included in the
President's legislative program for 1977,
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